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Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a new unit in math about fractions. In this unit, students will learn the meaning of fractions and the ways they can be represented. They will be introduced to the new vocabulary numerator, denominator, and equivalent fractions.
Throughout the unit, students will work toward these goals:

	Benchmark/Goals
	Examples

	Understand that a fraction is part of a whole. The numerator (the top number) tells the number of parts and the denominator (the bottom number) tells the number of parts the whole has been divided into equally.
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	Represent a fraction on a number line.
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	Find simple equivalent fractions using number lines and visual models.
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Below are few examples of activities you can work on with your child.  

Fractions Every Day Take advantage of any natural opportunities to use fractions as they arise. You and your child can share and compare strategies for solving problems such as these:

· If you cut a whole pizza into 6 equal slices and ate 3 of the slices, what fraction of the pizza did you eat?

· If a large pizza has 8 slices and you eat 2 slices, what fraction will you eat?

· If you and 2 friends share a brownie equally, what fraction of the brownie will you each get?

Fraction Scavenger Hunt In class, your child has been exploring fractions. To build on this work, you and you’re your child might have a scavenger hunt to find where and when you use fractions in your home. You could locate fractions on such things as measuring cups, tools, food packages, in newspapers, and so on.

Math and Literature Here are some suggestions of children’s books that contain mathematical ideas about fractions. Look for these books at your local library.
            Fraction Action, by Loreen Leedy


Apple Fractions, by Jerry Pallotta

Thank you for supporting your child’s learning. 
Mathematics Family Letter 


Unit 5: Representing and Comparing Fractions 





4 parts of a whole





divided into 6 parts





4


6
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